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Students at West Haven’s St. Lawrence School Achieve Remarkable Gains With the Superkids Reading Program
November 6, 2008
MADISON, WI – The Rowland Reading Foundation has announced exceptional results achieved in the kindergarten classroom of an Archdiocese of Hartford school that used The Superkids reading program during the 2007-08 school year. 
A total of 22 kindergartners at St. Lawrence Catholic School of West Haven were tested in the fall of 2007 using a well-respected national reading assessment.  The students were part of a large national study of the effectiveness of The Superkids program. The results showed that students at St. Lawrence started the year at the 28th percentile, or better than 27% of students who took the test nationally. They ended the year much higher at the 80th percentile for a gain of 52 percentile points. This means they scored higher than 79% of the students who took the test.  If the reading skills of the St. Lawrence students had progressed merely at the same rate as the other students, their average percentile rank would have stayed at the 28th percentile.
“These are truly remarkable results,” said Barbara Johnson, president of Rowland Reading Foundation.  “The St. Lawrence students began kindergarten with reading skills that were well below average for kindergartners nationally. They ended well above average and stronger than 79% of students. We have long believed that dedicated Catholic schoolteachers would achieve exceptional results with The Superkids program. Indeed they have!”
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           The test used was the Stanford Early School Achievement Test (SESAT).
The Superkids is a K-2 reading and language arts program that has been introduced in Catholic schools around the country in recent years. In several locations, schools have reported enrollment gains as word of their students’ success has spread in their communities. 
The Rowland Reading Foundation, located in Madison, WI, is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to improve reading in the primary grades. The Foundation was created by Pleasant Rowland, a noted educator and founder of The American Girl, based on the conviction that teaching children to read in the primary grades is the most urgent task in education today. 
“Research has shown that students who cannot read proficiently by the end of second grade struggle with reading for the rest of their lives,” Ms. Rowland said. “The answer to the reading problem in the U.S. lies not in remediation or intervention, but in prevention – in creating a strong foundation of skills so that children are fluent, automatic readers when they leave second grade.  There is no more important work than this in our elementary schools.” 
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